
Regulated hunting is NOT the enemy. It is a valuable tool for conservation. A brand-new 
peer-reviewed study—analyzing 1,677 mammal species worldwide—published in Nature 
Sustainability just confirmed what field biologists and conservationists have long 
understood: 
 

     Species managed under regulated sport hunting were LESS likely to be threatened 

     …and LESS likely to have declining populations 

     …than species NOT hunted for sport. 
 
Why? 
 
Because science-based hunting programs come with strict quotas, strong oversight, anti-
poaching funding, and—most importantly—local communities who benefit when wildlife 
thrives. 
 
The study noted that in sub-Saharan Africa, land maintained for hunting is more than double 
the area of national parks. 
 
More habitat = more wildlife. Loss of habitat is the biggest threat to wildlife worldwide. 
 
This doesn’t mean hunting alone saves species. 
 
But it does mean that when it’s well-managed, community-benefiting, and grounded in 
science…regulated hunting becomes a conservation tool—NOT a threat. 
 
My posts are always SHARABLE. SHARE this to help reach the people who need to see It.  
 
Thank you!  

 

            Study: Hill, Kellner & Belant (2025), Nature Sustainability 
Sport hunting associated with favourable conservation status of mammals.” 

     Follow for stories of adventure, wildlife, conservation truths, and the remarkable people 
who keep Africa’s wild heart beating. 
 
#wildlifeconservationthroughsustainableuse 
 
 
  



 


